fore, when an opportunity occurs, to make my
excuse* He Is certainly an .excellent young man, to
and one whom I love from my heart; and when-
ever any of his friends shall come hither, I will
endeavour to atone for my fault. My cousin
Greville dutifully salutes your
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SOME one being asked which one of Cicero's
orations pleased him most, answered, the
longest. By the same law I judge your let-
ters, and therefore I derived the greatest plea-
sure from that which the Count of Hannau's boy
brought to me, although I was very sick when he
came, I should run out into commendations of
your great diligence had you not anticipated me
there, for which I do not blame you, for fear you
should arraign me in the court of the Rhetori-
cians who have ruled that men may relate and
extol their own nobledeeds* if theyhaveachieved
any. But, my          friend, were you not driven

to be diligent by mere necessity, to atone for all
those Laconisms which you have dealt in these
two years? Besides* with what face could you
have sent off the boy without a more careful
letter than usual, when he was not to come away
without your permission? For generally you at-much involved in              ;        by rea-
